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ANNUAL  EEPOLT  FOR  1913 

OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

TO  THE 

STOCKBRIDGE  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


Steeplbton, 

STOCKBRIDGE, 

Aprils  1914. 

TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OE  THE 
STOCKBRIDGE  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 

Gentlemen, 

I  beg  herewith  to  submit  to  you  my  Annual  Report  of 
the  Health  and  Sanitary  Condition  of  your  District  for  the 
year  1913. 

I  also  append  Tables  I.  to  V.,  Vital  Statistics,  copies 
of  which,  together  with  my  Report,  I  am  sending  to  the 
Local  Government  Board,  the  County  Council,  Winchester, 
to  the  Home  Office,  and  to  the 

Division. 

The  District  is  divided  into  two  sub-districts, 
Stockbridge  and  Broughton. 

Physical  Features. 

The  District  includes  the  Valley  of  the  Test,  and  the 
villages  therein  situated,  viz.,  Stockbridge,  Houghton,  Long- 
stock,  and  Leckford,  and  the  Valley  containing  the  villages 
Over  Wallop,  Nether  Wallop,  and  Broughton. 
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The  other  villages  are  Ashley,  King  Somborne,  in¬ 
cluding  Brook,  Up  Somborne,  Little  Somborne,  and  Bossing- 
ton;  also  East  Tytherley,  West  Tytherley,  and  part  of  East 
Dean. 

Occupation  of  Inhabitants. 

The  Inhabitants  of  the  District  are  almost  entirely  of 
the  Agricultural  Class,  with  the  exception  of  those  connected 
with  the  several  large  training  establishments,  whose  owners 
use  the  extensive  tracts  of  Downs  for  the  purpose  of  training 
racehorses. 

The  sub-soil  is  almost  entirely  chalk,  with  occasional 
strata  of  gravel. 

There  is,  too,  of  course,  soil  of  a  peaty  nature  in  the 
Valleys. 

The  House  Accommodation  is  by  no  means  as  good 
as  I  should  like  to  see  it — much  overcrowding  is,  no  doubt, 
due  to  a  deficiency  in  this  respect,  as  we  are  sometimes 
obliged  to  tolerate  a  condition  of  things  which  we  should 
not  do  if  cottages  were  more  plentiful.  Moreover,  a  scarcity 
in  cottage  accommodation  of  the  small  rental  class  forces 
some  poor  people  to  incur  greater  responsibilities  than  their 
means  justify. 

During  the  year,  four  cottages  were  reported  unfit  for 
human  habitation,  and  still  remain  so. 

There  are  1,299  houses  under  the  £16  rating,  and  252. 
over,  making  a  total  of  1,552  houses. 

The  Population  at  the  Census  1911  was  6,485.  This 
gives  an  average  of  4.171  inhabitants  to  each  house. 

Water  Supply. 

The  Water  Supply  throughout  the  year  has-been  quite 
satisfactory ;  9  samples  of  water  were  taken  and  analysed 
with  a  view  to  the  granting  of  certificates. 

In  all  cases  the  water  was  found  to  be  pure  and  fit 
to  be  used  for  drinking  purposes. 
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In  the  higher  grounds  the  water  is  taken  from  deep 
wells  in  the  chalk,  while  in  the  Valley  the  wells  are  quite 
shallow.  In  all  cases  intense  hardness  characterises  the 
water. 

The  Milk  Supply  is,  as  usual,  scanty,  the  milk  from 
the  large  dairies  being  sent  to  London,  Bournemouth,  and 
Southampton. 

The  improvement  noted  last  year  in  the  cleanliness 
of  the  Cows  still  continues,  and  the  Cowsheds  are  in  a  much 
more  satisfactory  condition  as  regards  lighting  and  ventila¬ 
tion.  The  cows  are  turned  out  in  the  daytime. 

Drainage,  Setvage,  and  Seivage  Disposal. 

The  difficulty  in  getting  rid  of  surface-water  in  the 
low-lying  districts  still  exists,  and  the  wet  seasons  we  so 
constantly  have  now  considerably  aggravate  the  trouble. 

Cesspits  with  oA^ertlows  are  in  general  use,  and  the 
bucket  system  still  prevails  in  the  cottages,  while  ashpits 
and  vaults  are  not  uncommon.  All  cesspits  are  emp.ied 
at  night. 

In  consequence  of  the  prevalence  of  Whooping  Cough 
at  West  Tytherley,  it  was  found  desirable  to  close  the 
Schools  for  a  week,  another  fortnight  being  subsequently 
added. 

At  West  Tytherley,  too,  there  being  scanty  attend¬ 
ance,  on  account  of  Whooping  Cough,  the  Schools  were 
closed  for  a  fortnight. 

Infectious  Diseases. 

There  were  twenty  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases 
notified  in  the  District  during  the  year  1913.  There  were 
two  cases  of  Diphtheria,  three  of  Erysipelas,  one  of  Enteric 
Fever,  one  of  Puerperal  Fever,  eight  of  Pulmonary  Tuber¬ 
culosis,  four  of  Tubercular  Disease  other  than  Pulmonary, 
and  one  of  Scarlet  Fever. 

Both  of  the  Diphtheria  cases  occurred  at  Wallop,  and 
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were  very  mild  in  character.  All  possible  precautions  to 
prevent  spreading  were  taken,  and,  foitnnate] y,  with  suc- 
cessfid  residts,  as  there  was  no  further  outbreak. 

The  three  cases  of  Erysipelas  were  also  notified  from 
the  Broughton  District.  I  visited  each  one,  and  found  them 
to  be  facial,  and  due  to  local  causes. 

The  Puerperal  Fever  case  occurred  in  February,  at 
Broughton.  A  w^oman  w-as  confined  of  twins  when  quite 
alone.  She  was  subsequently  visited  by  the  District  Nurse, 
but  the  confinement  must  have  been  incomplete,  some 
placental  fragments  having  been  left  behind,  and  septicoemia 
resulted. 

Stringent  measures  w^ere  taken  to  prevent  spreading, 
and  no  further  cases  occurred. 

Pulinonary  Tuberculosis. 

The  case  of  Knight  w’as  referred  to  in  my  last  Deport, 
and  my  statement  then  was  that  Knight  had  been  accommo¬ 
dated  in  a  large  room  in  the  Infectious  Disease  Hospital 
attached  to  the  Union  Workhouse,  and  situated  in  a  healthy 
position  high  up  in  the  Workhouse  garden.  Soon  after  his 
admission,  I  asked  the  County  Medical  Olficer  to  visit  the 
place,  which  he  did,  and,  acting  under  his  advice  and 
direction,  the  iVuthorities  have  converted  a  large  ward  in 
the  Hospital  (which,  by  the  bye,  has  not  been  put  to  its 
original  use  for  many  years)  into  a  well-lighted,  well-venti¬ 
lated  Sanatorium  for  Phthisical  patients.  It  has  every 
convenience,  and  is  supplied  from  the  House  itself.  The  two 
patients  who  have  been  in  it  during  the  yeai  have  put  on 
I4^1bs.  and  S-^lbs.  in  weight  respectively. 

The  Sanatorium  in  question  has  one  great  advantage , 
viz.,  that  the  patients  can  be  kept  there  indefinitely,  and 
are  not  compelled  to  leave  after  a  stay  of  three  or  four 
months  (probably  just  as  they  are  beginning  to  find  the 
'benefit  of  treatment),  as  is  almost  univ^ersally  the  case  in 
most  Sanatoria.  Of  course,  I  know  this  proceeding  is  inevit- 
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able,  and  unavoidable,  in  the  public  institutions  at  present, 
but  it  comes  very  hardly  on  the  patients  themselves,  and 
often  induces  a  spirit  of  discontent  and  disappointment, 
followed  by  reckless  indifference. 

A  woman  at  Piddleworth  was  reported  suffering  from 
Phthisis.  This  was  an  advanced  case,  with  bad  family 
history.  She  died  not  long  after  the  notification. 

Brompton  Consumption  Hospital  reported  that  a  man 
had  left  them,  and  taken  up  his  abode  at  Garlogs  with 
relatives.  This  was  a  courier  and  travelling  valet,  who 
moved  on,  after  having  stayed  long  enough  to  be  improved 
in  health. 

The  next  case  was  that  of  a  man  at  Broughton,  who 
received  some  Sanatorium  treatment  through  the  County 
Sanitary?  Authority,  and  has,  I  believe,  improved  with 
domiciliarv  treatment  since. 

kJ 

One  of  the  lads  at  Chattis  Hill  training  stables  was 
found  to  be  suffering  from  Pulmonary  Phthisis.  He  received 
treatment  in  a  Sanatorium  for  four  months,  and  is  now 
doing  well  at  the  Stockbridge  one  referred  to  above. 

A  young  man,  living  with  his  Father  at  Sandy-Down, 
near  Stockbridge,  showed  marked  symptoms  of  lung 
affection,  but  he  improved  under  home  treatment,  and 
eventually  went  away  to  be  married. 

The  cases  of  Tuberculosis  other  than  Pulmonary  do 
not  require  special  notice,  as  they  were  chiefly  swollen 
glands  and  kindred  affections. 

On  May  4,  Scarlet  Fever  was  reported  to  me  as  having 
broken  out  at  Payne’s  Lane,  Broughton.  I  visited  at  once, 
but  could  not  trace  the  origin,  as  the  child  affected  had  not 
been  away  from  her  home,  nor  had  there  been  any  visitors 
at  her  parents’  house.  I  am  inclined  to  give  travelling  gipsies 
credit  for  some  of  these  cases  that  cannot  be  accounted  for, 
as,  of  course,  gipsies  are  not  amenable  to  any  laws  of 
sanitation. 


J)uring  the  months  of  February  and  March,  several 
of  the  children  in  the  Union  Workhouse  had  Chicken  Pox, 
but  they  all  got  well,  without  trouble. 

Late  in  December  a  case  of  Enteric  Feve  was  dis¬ 
covered  at  King  Somborne.  The  patient — a  farmer — was  in 
the  habit  of  drinking  Test  water,  pumped  up  to  his  farm  by 
a  wind  engine.  It  is  possible  that  some  Typhoid  bacilli  had 
been  set  free  in  the  bed  of  the  river  in  the  course  of 
operations  for  deepening.  I  may  state  that  there  has  been 
DO  other  case,  and  that  the  one  in  question  has  done  well. 
The  County  Medical  Officer  confirmed  my  diagnosis.  All 
possible  precautions  were,  of  course,  taken. 

As  usual,  a  plentiful  supply  of  disinfectants  has  been 
kept  at  King  Somborne,  Stockbridge,  and  Broughton. 

There  is  no  Isolation  Hospital  for  the  Union,  but  home 
isolation  has  been  satisfactorily  carried  out.  , 

Pollution  of  Kivers  does  not  take  place. 

In  the  year  1913  there  were  113  Births,  giving  an 
average  of  17.65  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  population.  Of 
these,  45  took  place  in  the  Broughton  District — 23  males 
and  22  females.  Of  the  remaining  68  Births,  in  the  Stock- 
bridge  District,  33  were  males  and  35  females. 

There  were  67  Deaths,  giving  a  rate  of  10.17  per  1,000 
— much  the  lowest  that  has  been  for  some  years.  Thirty: 
two  Deaths  took  place  in  the  Broughton  District,  13  males 
and  19  females.  Of  the  35  Deaths  in  the  Stockbridge  Dis¬ 
trict  24  were  males  and  II  females.  Nine  of  these  took 
place  at  the  Union  Workhouse. 

The  Infant  Mortality  was  unusually  high,  there  being 
13  deaths  under  one  year,  but  of  these,  six  were  due  to  Con¬ 
genital  Deformity,  and  one  to  Premature  Birth.  Of  the 
other  6,  three  died  from  Convulsions,  and  three  from 
Bronchitis. 

Twelve  deaths  occurred  from  Heart  Disease,  six  from 
Cancer,  seven  from  Apoplexy,  two  from  Phthisis,  one  from 
Pneumonia,  one  from  Pernicious  Anaemia,  four  from  acci- 
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dent,  seventeen  from  other  causes,  while  Bright’s  Disease 
and  Tubercular  trouble  other  than  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 
were  each  responsible  for  one  more. 

Of  the  67  Deaths  registered,  27  were  70  years  of  age 
and  over. 

The  Bakehouses — of  which  there  are  none  under¬ 
ground — have  been  regularly  inspected. 

During  the  year,  samples  of  the  following  articles 
were  taken  and  examined: — Butter,  4;  Condensed  Milk,  1; 
Demerara  Sugar,  1;  Flour,  1;  and  New  Milk,  1.  All  were 
found  to  be  unadulterated. 

Acting  on  information  received,  I  examined  the 
■carcase  of  a  pig  in  one  of  the  butchers’  shops.  It  was  un¬ 
doubtedly  Tubercular,  so  I  authorised  the  Inspector  to 
dispose  of  it. 

Under  the  Housing  and  Town  Planning  Act,  196 
Houses  have  been  inspected  by  the  Surveyor.  In  four  cases 
a  Closing  Order  was  made. 

Appended  is  the  Eeport  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector, 
who,  as  usual,  has  worked  well  with  me  throughout  rhe  year. 

I  am,  Oentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

WALTEK  K.  LOVELESS. 


INSPECTOR  OF  NUISANCES’  REPORT  FOR  THE 
YEAR  ENDINO  DECEMBER  31st,  1913. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  beg  to  report  to  you  that  I  made  297  inspections  during 
the  year,  of  which  196  were  of  cottages  which  come  under 
the  Housing  and  Town  Planning  Act.  Closing  Orders  were 
made  in  respect  of  four  Cottages  in  Longstock  Parish,  and 
the  Cottages  are  still  unfit  for  habitation. 
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32  defects  were  reported  to  the  Council,  and,  with 
the  exception  of  one  case,  the  nuisances  were  abated. 

Three  Cowpens  I  found  did  not  comply  with  the  Regu¬ 
lations,  and  after  serving  informal  notices  the  necessary 
work  was  done  to  bring  the  Cowpens  up  to  the  requirements 
of  the  regulations. 

The  Bakehouses  and  Slaughterhouses  were  kept  clean 
and  limewashed. 

One  Pig  was  seized,  and  destroyed  as  unfit  for  human 
consumption. 

One  bad  case  of  Overcrowding  was  dealt  with  during 
the  year,  but,  owing  to  the  want  of  additional  cottages,  it 
is  impossible  to  deal  with  the  ordinary  case  of  over¬ 
crowding. 

Seven  New  Cottages  and  one  House  have  been  built 
during  the  year. 

Nine  Samples  of  Water  were  taken,  and  found  fit  for 
domestic  use. 

Eight  Cottages  and  one  House  were  disinfected, 
after  Diphtheria  and  Scarlet  Eever. 

Yours  respectfully, 

W.  J.  AYLES. 


To  Dr.  Loveless. 
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TABLE  11. 

Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  during  the  year  1913. 
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There  is  no  Isolation  Hospital  provision  by  the  Authority.  One  capable  of  holding  five  male  patients  in  Work- 

house  Garden. 


TABLE  HI. 

Causes  of,  and  Ages  at,  Death  during  the  year  1913. 


Nett  Deaths  at  the  subjoinisd  ages  of 
“Residents”  whether  occurring  within 
OR  WITHOUT  THE  DISTRICT 


Causes  of  Death 

All  ages 

Under  i 
year 

I  and 
under  2 

2  and 
under  5 

5  and 
under  15 

1  15  and 

1  under  25 

in 

'd 
^  c 

N  § 

45  and 

under  65 

l  6$  and 

upwards 

All  Causes  ,  - 

Uncertined 

... 

... 

... 

«  •  • 

•  •  » 

... 

Enteric  Fever 

... 

Whooping  Cough 

•  *  • 

.  •  • 

*  •  . 

Diphtheria  and  Croup 

•  •  • 

. . « 

.  .  . 

t  •  • 

.  .  . 

.  •  • 

Influenza 

*  •  • 

•  •  • 

«  •  • 

Phthisis  (Pulmonary  Tuber¬ 
culosis)  ... 

*2 

1 

1 

Tuberculous  Meningitis 

•  •  • 

* . « 

•  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

Other  Tuberculous  Diseases  ... 

1 

•  •  • 

i 

«  .  . 

Cancer,  Malignant  Disease 

6 

•  •  • 

1 

2 

3 

Meningitis 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

1  • 

Organic  Heart  Disease 

12 

« ♦  • 

2 

4 

6 

Bronchitis  ... 

4 

3 

1 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

1 

•  •  • 

i 

... 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory 
organs 

Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

Nephritis  and  Bright’s  Disease 

1 

•  •  • 

i 

•  •  • 

Other  accidents  and  diseases 
of  Pregnancy  and  Partu¬ 
rition 

« 

•  •  • 

Congenital  Debility  and  Mal¬ 
formation,  including  Pre¬ 
mature  Birth 

7 

7 

Violent  Deaths  (excluding 
Suicides) 

4 

1 

2 

1 

Other  Defined  Diseases 

29 

O 

O 

i 

... 

2 

2 

21 

Diseases  ill-deflned  or  unknown 

•  • 

... 

. . . 

. . . 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

67 

13 

1 

2' 

... 

8 

12 

31 

Total  Deaths  whether 

of  “  Residents  ”  or 

“Non-Residents”  in 

Institutions  in 

the  District 


table  IV.— infantile  mortality  during  the  year  1913. 

Nett  Deaths  from  stated  Causes  at  various  Ages  under  One  Year  of  Age. 


Cause  of  Death 

j  Under  i  Week 

1 

<D 

(D 

N 

H 

a -3  Weeks 

3-4  Weeks 

I 

Total  under 

I  Month 

1-3  Months 

3-6  Months 

6-9  Months 

’J) 

0 

irH 

N 

H 

Q\ 

1  Total  Deaths 
under  One  Year 

All  Causes  |  ,  - 

t  Uncertified 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

tSmail  Pox 

Chicken  Pox  ... 

Measles  ...  ...  , 

Scarlet  Fever  .. 

Whooping  Cough 

I^Diphtheria  and  Croup 

••• 

1  Tuberculous  Meningitis 
<  Abdominal  Tuberculosis  ... 
(other  Tuberculous  Diseases 

•  •  • 

Meningitis  (not  Tuherculons) 

Convulsions  . 

Laryngitis 

Bronchitis  . 

Pneumonia  (all  forms)  . 

1 

2 

3 

"3 

3 

(Diarrhoea 

1  Enteritis  . 

a  •  • 

a  a  a 

Gastritis 

Syphilis  . 

Rickets 

Suffocation,  overlying 

Injury  at  birth  ‘  ... 

... 

r Congenital  Malformations  ... 

J  Premature  Birth 
(Atrophy,  Debility,  Marasmus 

2 

1 

1 

3 

6 

1 

Other  causes  ... 

•  •  • 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

3 

I 

1 

... 

a  a  . 

2 

0 

... 

... 

13 

Nett  Births  in  the  year  :  Legitimate,  108.  Illegitimate,  5. 


Nett  Deaths  in  the  year  of  Legitimate  Infants,  19.  Illegitimate  Infants,  — . 


TABLE  V. 


Summary  of  Sanitary  Work  done  in  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances’ 
Department  during  the  year  1913. 


% 

Number  of 

Abatement 

Notices 

Nuisances 
Abated  after 
Notices  by 

1  In.spections  and 
j  Ob.servations 
j  made 

i 

j  Defects 

1  found 

1 

1 

Informal  by 
Inspector 

1 

i  Formal  by 

Authority 

1 

Inspector 

Authority 

Dwelling-  f  Foul  Conditions 

297 

9 

9 

9 

houses  J  Structural  Defects  ... 
and  )  Over-crowding 

14 

14 

444 

14 

1 

•  •  4 

1 

444 

1 

Schools  1^  Unfit  for  Habitation 

4 

.  .  . 

4 

4  .  4 

4  4  4 

Lodging-houses 

•  •  • 

>  •  • 

444 

4  4  4 

4  4  4 

Dairies  &  Miikshops 

•  .  • 

.  .  . 

4  4  4 

4  *  4 

4  4  4 

Cowsheds... 

0 

3 

4  4  4 

3 

4.4 

Bakehouses 

•  *  * 

•  ♦  • 

4  4  4 

444 

Slaughter-houses  ... 

•  •  • 

4  •  • 

4  4  4 

444 

•  4  4 

Canal  Boats 

•  •  4 

4  4  4 

•  4  4 

4  4  4 

Ashpits  and  Privies 
Deposits  of  Refuse  f 

2 

9 

-  4  4 

1 

... 

and  Manure  J 

•  •  • 

4  ♦  • 

4  4  4 

4  4* 

Water-closets 

1 

1 

4  4. 

■i 

1 

4  4  4 

House  ( defective  Traps  ... 

.  .  . 

1 

... 

.  -I  No  Disconnection  ... 

^  [  Other  Faults 

Water  Supply,  Mottis- 

1 

... 

1 

... 

font 

•  •  • 

444 

4  4  4 

4  •  • 

4  4  4 

Pigsties 

Animals  improperly  \ 

... 

... 

... 

... 

kept  / 

... 

4  4  4 

... 

4  4  4 

•  • 

Offensive  Trades 

•  .  • 

4  4  4 

4  4  4 

4  4  4 

Smoke  Nuisances  ... 
Inspections  of  New  \ 

... 

... 

... 

Buildings  j 

Totals  ...  ...  ' 

297 

35 

30 

5 

29 

1  i 

Complaints  received 
Seizures  of  Unwholesome  Food 
Samples  of  Food  taken  for  Analysis 
,,  ,,  found  Adulterated 

,,  of  Water  taken  for  Analysis 
,,  Condemned  as  Unfit  for  Use 


3 

1 

”9 


Precautions  against  Infectious  Disease. 

Lots  of  Infected  Bedding  Stoved  or  Destroyed 
Houses  Disinfected  after  Infectious  Disease 
Schools  ditto  ditto 

Prosecutions  for  not  Notifying  Existence  of 
Infectious  Disease 

Convictions  ditto  ditto 

Prosecutions  for  Exposure  of  Infected  Persons 
or  Things 

Convictions  ditto  ditto  ... 


8 


Nuisance  Remaining 

Unabated 


Housing  and  Town  Planning  Act. 


INSPECTION  OF  HOUSES. 


Is  there  any  scarcity  of  houses — and  where  ? — Yes,  King  Somborne,. 
Longstock,  Stockbridge,  Broughton  and  Over  Wallop. 

Number  of  new  houses  built  in  1913?  — 8.  General  Character  ?— 7  Cot¬ 
tages,  1  Farm  houses. 

Any  Town  Planning  Scheme  contemplated  ? — No. 

Who  has  been  designated  as  the  Inspecting  Officer  under  Article  II.  of 
the  Housing  Regulations,  1910  ? — W.  J.  Ayles,  Inspector  of  Nuis¬ 
ances,  Broughton. 

Are  records  submitted  to  L.A.  at  each  meeting  ? — Yes. 


Number. 

Houses  Inspected  ...  ...  ...  196 

Section  17 — 

Dwelling-houses  found  unfit  for  human 

habitation  ...  ...  ...  4 

Representations  made  ...  ...  4 

Closing  Order  made  ...  ...  ..  4 


Houses  made  habitable  without  Closing 
Orders 

House  made  habitable  as  result  of  Closing 


Order 

Houses  demolished 

Houses  unfit  but  still  occupied  ...  ,..  1 

Section  15  and  Public  Health  Acts — 

Defects  reported  ...  ...  ...  32 

Defects  remedied  ...  ...  ...  31 

Notices  served  ...  ...  ...  32 


